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Welcomel

This guide was created for use by teachers in the Springfield Urban League Head Start program, but it

will also be sent to other teachers attending the performance who indicate they teach preschool
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Auditorium website ahttp://www.sangamonauditorium.org/education/clasacts/. We hope the

information and activity ideas included in this guide will help your studeetier understandhe

performance they see

We look forward to seeing you!

events is supported in part by the Helen Hamilton Performing Arts Endowment for Youth Fund,
gifts from Elizabeth and Robert Sig) and a grant from the lllinois Arts Council, a state agency.

council

i[ llinois Youth programming in th€lass Actseries and in conjunction with other Sangamon Auditorium

The Arts Start program is an initiative dhiversity of Illinois
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PNC Grow Up Great: initiative. Through this arts education program, Head Start
students, their teachers, and their families will become
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educational opportunities and school readiness.

Write to Us

We would love to hear from you and your students! If your students write about the performance they
saw or create artwork related to it, you are welcome to send it to us via email to azepp2@uis.edu or
through the mail to

Class Acts

Sangamon AuditoriumIS

One University Plaza, MS PAC 397
Springfield, IL 62703407

We love sharing student work with o@ass Actsponsors, so they can see the impact of their
donations.



Attending a Live Performance

Please use the information below to help prepare your young students for attending a live theatrical
performance. For many, this will be their first experience itk theater.

Going to a live theatrical performance is different than watching a maviedoshow the members of
the audience are very important, and the way they behave will affect the performahdel (G Qa ¢ K@
theaters have their own special rules about behavior.

9 Tellyour studentghat when they arrive in the parking lot, there wik la lot of other buses
there too. They will need to follow the instructions of their teachers and walk in a straight line
(or maybe in a buddgystem line) tazome into the building. Once inside, they need to stay in
line because of all the other students who will be there.

9 Ask your students how they think an audience should behave at a live performance. What are
some of the things they should do and not di‘t is not covered by the student answers, make
sure you talk about:
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o0 *Waitch* the performance; point at both sides of your face near your eyes with your
index fingers to emphasize watching when it is mentioned

0 * Clap* at the end of songs and at the end of thefpemance when the performers
take their bows. Take the time to practice clapping with the students. Call one student
forward who will pretend to take a bow at the end of a performance and the rest of the
room will practice clapping for this student.

Repeat the gestures for the three points above and have the students do it with you.

9 Let your students know that like in a movie theater, the area where the audience sits for the
performance will be rather dark, but there will be lights on the stage andesemall lights will
remain onin the aisle. If they need to use the bathroom in the middle of the show, they can
come to the end of the row and an usher will wsiashlight to make sure they can find their
way to the correct bathroom.



Activities

The activities can be used together in any combination that works for the teacher. It would be best to
do some activities before the performance, to help students understand the plot of the story, and some
activities after the performance, to reinfogavhat they have seen.

Pre-show Discussion Questions

Discuss the different types of performing arts (music, dance, theater) to help students understand that
they are going to see people perform. Ask if they have ever experienced a live thegtemance
before. What did they see? What was it like?

How is live theater different than movies and TV?

9 There are real people on the stage.
1 The performance will never be exactly the same again.

Familiarize your students with the following worg¢heater, play, actor, stage, costume, usher

Literacy and Writing

Inthis story, two chickens named Marge and Lola compete in a talent show. Talk with your students
about what happens during a talent show, and discuss how everyone has different tafengswriting
activity, have your students write about or draw pictad themselves participating in a talent show.
Ask them about what talestthey are doing. It can be a talent they already have, such as singing, or a
talent they want to learn, sutas juggling.

Vocabularyg Thisstory includes some more difficult words, many of them used to describe the way
the chickens movedConsider reviewing the meanings of these words with your students.

barnyard
talent
prize
concert
tickets
paraded
coop
fluttered
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wattles
tottered
waded
bumbled
smirking
flounced
shuffled
gulped
bawked
flapped
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Fine Arts

Dance/Movementg Dance is obviously an important part of a story titled
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that are shown in the book. Then, encourage your students to make up their

own dance moves. Try playing different styles of music and moving in a way

fits the musia; fast movements with fast musiandslow movements with slow

music. Since one of thelaracters is named Elvis Poultry, based on Elvis Pres

see if you can find some music by Elvis Presley to play for your students.
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is a reference to a song/chant thgbu can sing with your studentsf you

b ra G2
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searching YouTube.

Hey diddle diddle

The cat and the fiddle,

The cow jumped over the moon.

The little dog laughed,

To see such sport,

And thedish ran away with the spoon.

Theatreg You can have a pretend talent show in your classroom. The animals
in the story display many different types of talents, and Marge and Lola talk
aboutseveral differat talents they could try to do:

bowling

juggling

tightrope walking

flying

swimming

Have your studermime, or pretend to do, these different activities. How should they stand and
move? Small groups of students can pretend to perform these talents for the rest of the class. The
students who are noperforming can be practicing the skills needed to be a good audience member.



Visual Art¢ Each student can make his or her own chicken
using just a paper plate and whatever craft supplies you mi
already have in your classroom

1. Give each student plain paper plate Encourage [ @
them to each decoratéhe bottom of their plateany é@
way they want.You can use paint, crayons, makers. @

or even small pieces of paper glued on.
2. Wait for the plate to dry completely. Then fold it in half.

3. Add eyes and a beak to the franiThe eyes can be glued on googly eyedrawn on with a
marker. The beak can be small triangle of paper glued or taped on

4. Add tail feathers to the backThe tail feathers can be made of anything that looks feathery
even juststripsof paper.

5. Finish your chicken by addimgngs using folded paper that is taped or stapled to each side.




Other Activities

Take homeactivity ¢ Before or after the performangsend home thecoloring sheefound on thelast
pageof this study guide

Math ¢ In the story, the animals who are the judges in the talent show use numbers to give dmscore
each performanceTalk with your students about how the bigger number means a better score. You
can quiz your students, giving then two numbers and askingntteetell you which is bigger.

Snackg This story is set in a barnyard, so talk with your students about foods that come from a farm.
Your shack can include fruits, vegetables, and milk.

Postshow Discussion Questions

After attending the performance, it is very importamttalk to your students about thegxperience,
memory, and reaction to the live performanc&hese are some possible questions:

Tell me about what you saw on the field trip.

Tell me about what you ted on the field trip.

What will you remember about the performance?

What surprised you about our field trip?

What was the most exciting part of our field trip for you?
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